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A BRONZE AGE RAPIER FROM SUSSEX. 
By ELIOT CURWEN, M.A., M.B., F.S.A. 


The little bronze implement here figured came from a 
level g ft. below the surface when a trench was dug in 
Hope-in-the-Valley, immediately to the west of Lewes. It 
has been presented to the Society’s Museum by Mr. Thomas 
W. Pickard, of Glynde. There can be little doubt that it is 
the proximal end of a small Middle Bronze Age rapier that 
had been broken and then filed to a broad blunt end in order 
to be put to some further use. The broad hilt-plate would 
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militate against its employment as a chisel, and its want of 
sharpness against its use as a dagger. Mr. Christopher Hawkes 
has suggested that it may have been mounted as a halberd, 
and draws attention to the fact that halberds were in use in 
this period, though not common in the south of England, 
and that many of them were blunt pointed, as shown by Sean 
0 Riorddin in his article in A rchaeologia, txxxvi. 
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‘This little implement mounted as a halberd would be 
ineffective as a weapon in the hands of a grown man, but 
might have been the prized possession of a boy. When trying 
to reconstruct the life of the early inhabitants of our island 
in its various periods, we shall miss some interesting features 
if we leave the children out of the picture, and it would be 
strange indeed if these did not leave behind them material 
evidences not only of their playthings but also of their natural 
desire to imitate their parents. We have plentiful indications 
of this desire in the modern child, and we have small axe-like 
flint implements, from 2 to 2} in. long, which can hardly be 
other than the playthings of children of an age long past. 
By analogy the Bronze Age boys must have been brought up 
on small-sized weapons, and it may well be, as Mr. Hawkes 
suggests, that from time to time a good weapon for a small 
boy would be made out of a broken grown-up implement. 
This at least is a suggestion that would seem to fit the present 
case. 

The Catalogue of Bronze Implements in the British Museum 
contains notes of only two genuine rapiers from Sussex, viz., 
those from Brading Road, Brighton (1882 ; Brighton Museum), 
and from below the cliff between Hastings and Fairlight 
(1937; in Hastings Museum). Three other blades have 
affinity with rapiers, namely those found at Heyshott (1825 ; 
Ashmolean Museum); Bracklesham Bay, Selsey (Alnwick 
Castle Museum)!; and at the east of Brighton (1913 ; Brighton 
Museum).2 The nearest analogy to the Lewes fragment is 
a weapon from the Thames, figured by Evans.3 No bronze 
halberd has been reported from Sussex. 





THE LOST CONVENT OF RAMSTED. 
By MARY S. HOLGATE, F.S.A. 
(continued from p. 107) 

The first result of publishing an instalment under the 
above title was the receipt of letters surmising that the site 
was no longer lost and that the next instalment would contain 
a revelation which would put an end to all further investigation 
and the matter would become -as dull as a back number. 
But the object of publishing was to obtain further information 
and follow up every clue which may throw light on the problem, 
which is still unsolved. 

(1) See Dr. Dixon’s Geology of Sussex, p.tt. 

(2) P.S.A. (2nd S.), xxviii, 154. 

(3) Bronze Implements, fig. 314. 
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Unfortunately, the writer has met with an accident which 
has put an end to original research for the time being and it 
becomes a choice between suspending the instalment or 
making use of other information which is not in sequence. I 
have taken the latter course as more helpful to the cause 
in hand. 

I am indebted to Lt.-Col. D. MacLeod for the note which 
appears below concerning a possible site which he has been 
investigating, his attention having been drawn to it by a 
passage in Hadrian Allcroft’s Downland Pathways. 
Incidentally, Col. MacLeod’s reference to Parson Woodeford’s 
description of holes on parish boundaries should be noted 
by those whose interest lies in such matters. 

In the meantime mention may be made of a subject 
connecting Ramsted with the present day which may perhaps 
arouse controversy but cannot beignored. Itis not unnatural 
to look for Ramsted in the neighbourhood of Ramscombe 
now corrupted into Ranscombe, the Ram Inn in Firle and 
Southeram corrupted into Southerham, which even in the 
20th century is spoken of by the people as South Ram. 


(To be continued). 


A POSSIBLE SITE OF RAMSTED. 
THE GREEN ENTRENCHMENT, SAXON Down. 


The Editor’s note on the Lost Convent of Ramsted, which 
was published in the last number, and the reference therein 
to the old road to the church of Ramsted caused me to turn 
up the chapter on Caburn in Allcroft’s Downland Pathways. 
There he writes “The Roman road continues up the long 
“slope to the west of Rifle Range Bottom ..... andso.... 
“to Saxon Down.... Just beyond” (the cutting on the 
col., described in detail) “‘is the abrupt chasm of Vinegar 
 BOUOM . <5 The road creeps by along the northern 
“edge of the bottom past an unrecorded green entrenchment 
“on the left, and so finds itself in the straight, heading 
“for Glyndebourne Cross...... That green entrenchment 
“has no history. Its area is dotted with a couple of round 
“barrows, and scored with the traces of foundations...... 
“Some one dug out the bigger of the barrows in the Napoleonic 
“time and left a couple of pennies there as proof; then 
“filled in the hole with squared blocks of clunch from some 
“convenient building. One guesses that the foundations 
“were those of a farmstead, and that it was abandoned in . 
“1800. The entrenchment is much older... ... The straight 
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“run from here to Glyndebourne Cross is known as Week 
“‘Lane, 7t.e., the lane which led to the Vicus. Was this the 
“ Vicus 2?” 

Inspection of the site with the 6” map shows that the 
Glynde-Ringmer parish boundary, following the track from 
the northern side of Saxon Down, enters the green 
entrenchment, passes through the bigger of the two barrows 
(which is a somewhat insignificant pimple, and may be merely 
a boundary mound), and leaving the entrenchment again 
runs the length of Week Lane. Just as the Editor’s note 
on the lost convent had stirred some memory of Allcroft’s 
observations so his mention of the pennies and the clunch 
reminded me of an entry made by Parson Woodforde of 
Weston in his diary in 1780. The diary I have not by me, 
so I can only quote my note of this entry ; Parson Woodforde’s 
words are in italics. 

“ At first halt parson pays for drinks 4/6 by custom. 
“ Squire gives 10/6 each to six old men; to the man who 
“carried the hook to mark trees 5/- to the bearer of the spade 
““5/- and sent the rest of the people to the Hart to eat and 
“drink as much as they would at his expense... . Where 
“ there were no trees to mark holes were made and stones cast 
“in.” 

Whether the green entrenchment was the vicus, whether 
the inner enclosure within it held first a nunnery and then a 
farmstead, or not, it seems likely that the coins and stones 
found in the barrow are explained by Woodforde’s description 
of the way in which parish boundaries were marked when 
there was no convenient tree (or building ?) which could be 
marked. The presence of the blocks of clunch in the barrow 
suggest that there was a ruined building near by in the 
early years of the last century. No traces now remain on 
the surface, except fragments of brick and pottery shards of 
all ages as Allcroft notes. Perhaps the ruin from which the 
bearer of the spade obtained his blocks of clunch went to 
form the foundations of the pond which lies a few yards 
outside the entrenchment. D. MACLEOD. 





THE CHURCHWARDENS ACCOUNTS OF WEST 
TARRING. 
Contributed by THE REV. W. J. PRESSEY, F.S.A. 


(continued from p. 109, vol. vii). 
Fol. 14. 


An Inventory of suche goods as weare 
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remayninge in the Churche of 
Tarringe the vjth of martche 
Anno Dni’ 1602. 


Imprimis 3 Cushinys. 
one Surplyes 
ffower Clothes and one Carpett 
One Communyon Cuppe wt a napkyn 
A Booke of Ommines 
(The vest of this folio is blank). 
(NoTE.—It will be noticed that these five entries are at a much later 
date, the ink is darker, and they are in a different handwriting). 





Fol. 14a & 16. 
(These folios ave blank). 


Fol. 15a. 
Memd money owid unt{o the] 
churche 
Thom’s Weston xs 
John Person xijs 
John Selden the m’str’lle vijs vd 
Paid to James Grave 
(The upper right-hand corner of this folio is missing). 














Fol. 16. 
Ano’ Dni’ 1585 
The xxjth daye of fiebruary was chosen churchewardens 
for the Churche of Tarring John ffiecher the younger 
& barnad Warwicke & they Rs in the churches boxe 
































xs vjd 
Itm payd out for the cheurche 
Itm to Thomas Kent for iid 
mendynge the Churche gat " 
for nayls jd 
for bromes jd 
for Di a Ib of sope ijd 
for chyarges at the Vysytacyon 
the xixth apryll vs vjd 
for horse met xiijd 
to the som’ar iiijd 
for a hoscloth for staycye iiijs 
for the bybell XXXvjs 
for Caryenge of the byble xijd 








payd to stacy xijd 
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of ye Act of mr Hobs lL 
for slattyng on the Weste and iijs 
naylls for the nor[th] dors j 
for sope for the bells (sic) vjd 
for a showell viijd 
for a loke vjd 


for o'r quarttar byll at cheches/ter] 




































































Fol. 16a. 
Itm payd to thomas aveld xjs vjd 
payd to stacye for carynge 
and wataryng the shengell \ vid 
for borowyng a rope ijs 
for fechyng of hym iiijd 
for makyng the bell rops vijd 
for mendyng the deske lijd 
for sope for the bell & pap’ ijd 
Itm to John Crestovar sy iitid 
for mendyng a lock J my 
for naylls ijs 
for mendyng steple vjs_ viijd 
a peake of lyme and bromes jd ob 
payd to thomas a veld | id 
on Crysmas eve J ba 
payd to goodman Kyngston ise id 
for halfe hundred pall’ iiijs vj 
to the somnar for a boke iijd 
payd for a lod of sande xviijd 
to stacy for layeng in of yt jd 
for iij busshells of lyme xijd 
payd to thomas a Veld xijd 
payd to goodman Kyngston | ~ 
for iiij hundred shengell J J 
for a bell ilijd 
payd to the glasser vjs 

Som payd ys iiij li xvjs ob. 
Fol. 17. 

The 4th of Aprell 1586 

Receved of edmon eston for 
halfe a yeres Rent dewe viijs 
at our ladyes day 
Recevid of goodman Kingson for the farme —————— vjs 


Recevid of Richard Cook of feld for the land scott lijs 
Itm Recevid of straters widow of Coott —-————— viijs 
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ijd 
rd 


jd 


ijs 
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ijd 
ijd 
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ob 
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jd 
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ijd 
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Rs of John Parsson for i yere and a 
halfs Rent dew at our ladye daye for xviijs 
the Church land 
Receved Thomas Weston xs 
Rs of mr Hobes for the Clarks | ‘tas 
wages dew at our lady daye ff _— 
Rs of edmon eston for Rent - 
dewe at myhellmas for i halffe yer bs 
Rs of John Pson vjs 
Rs of John Crestover the harnes © 
re xijd 
at a peny a lb weyng xij lb } 


Rs of good wyf Pers vjd 
Rs of thomas Watkys (?) for Clarks wages 
The holle sum receved ys iiij li xviijs iijd 
so rest js 
(The lower-right coyner of this folio is missing). 








Fol. 17a. 

Imprimis John ster doth how to the cheurch for a byble —- vjs 

and the over plous of the Clarks 

wages for j yer at our lady day 

and the farme ys behynd for 

Clarks wages iiij yer vijs 

(on the margin) memd’ that this acc’pt is to be added to the 
money wch they rec in the boxe 

in Coke of feld hands iiijs 

due Robard Kyngston from hys part of the farme — vijs 


(This last entry has been cressed out, and over it at a later date in 
darker ink has been written). 























John hid iijd ob 
pson stokers dett ijd ob 
Thom’s afyld ijd 
mother Stere viijd 
Will’ Wassher ijd 
fro Edmd Eston for his halfe years rent ——————— viijs 
Receved of John Pson for \ 

halfe a yers Rent dew at .vjs 





owr lady day 
(This last entry has been crossed out, and over it, at a later date, 
and in darker ink, has been written) 


mony paid at the ac’opt 


Fol. 14, line 5—‘‘ Ommines”’ read Homilies. 

Fol. 16, line 15.—read ‘ somnar’ (see fol. 48a, and note, in the first 
book of these accounts). 

Fol. 16, line 17.—‘‘ for the bybell”’ By order of Convocation in 1571, 
it was enjoined that copies of Archbishop Parker’s translation, more 
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generally known as “ the Bishops’ Bible,” should be provided by all 
church officers for use in their churches. Two fresh editions appeared 
in 1585, and it is probably a copy of this book to which this entry 
refers. 

Fol. 16a, line 2a.—It is evident from the amount which was paid 
for shingles that this repair was only a partial matter. The shingles 
were watered before being fixed to the spire, because in those days 
the wood (oak) of which they were made, was well-seasoned, and 
very dry. If put on in this condition, the shingles, when they became 
soaked with rain, would be liable to swell to such an extent that one 
would force the other out. Such well-seasoned wood cannot in 
these days be procured, so in order to meet the difficulty attendant 
upon this swelling from wet, the shingler allows about the space of a 
quarter of an inch in the fixing. Oak shingles are always used, and 
are fixed by means of copper nails, and each shingle measures about 
twelve inches by four. The total number of shingles required to 
clothe the entire steeple, is just a little under twenty thousand. 

Fol. 16a, line 8.—‘ pap”’ read paper. 

Fol. 16a, line 17.—“ pall”’ read pales. 

Fol. 17, line 7.—Coot, probably a hamlet near Durrington. 

(To be continued). 





TWO HERALDIC ROUNDELS AND A GOLD ANGEL 
FOUND IN SUSSEX. 
By J. B. CALDECOTT, F.S.A. 

These roundels are of copper, probably originally enamelled, 
and, as the use of such objects is a matter of some doubt, 
it may be well before describing the articles themselves to 
briefly speculate on this. 





Fie. 1 


As “ prints” or centres to mazers or metal dishes their 
use is well known and they are there found in their orginal 
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position ; but both the examples are of too early a date to 


have been used thus. 


They may have been used as ornaments on harness or on 
the pommel of a 13th century sword (vide Fig. 3) as such a 
pommel, being circular, thin and in line with the blade, 


appears to be very suitable for such a 
purpose. The British Museum “ Guide to 
the Medizval Room” states that “‘ Small 
enamelled escutcheons were also worn on 
the person by heralds, messengers and 
dependants of princes or barons in order to 
show on whose business they travelled.”’ 


The first example (Fig. 1) may well have 
been worn in this manner, although then it 
must have been enclosed in a rim with a loop 
for suspension as it is not pierced for securing 
on to a garment, a Spanish example of this, 
but of later date and in a cable pattern 
border, is in the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Fortunately, this one can be closely dated, 
as it bears the arms that Richard II. adopted 
for the last few years of his reign, viz., the 
arms of his patron saint, Edward the 
Confessor (a cross patonce between five 
martlets) on the dexter side, impaled with 
France ancient and England quarterly on 
the sinister. 

That invaluable but anonymous work “ A 
Glossary of Terms used in British Heraldry ”’ 
p.20, gives examples of this coat as existing 
or formerly existing in windows of the 
churches of St. Olave, Jewry and St. 
Bartholomew the Less, in London and quotes 
the wardrobe accounts of the 22nd year of 
this king (1398-9) when several articles were 
embroidered “‘de armis sancti Edwardi et 
domini regis nunc partitis,’’ and in Felbrigg 
Church, Norfolk, upon the brass of Sir Simon 
de Felbrigge, K.G., standard bearer to 
Richard II., the king’s banner is represented 
with the arms impaled in the same manner. 
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The present example is 45 m.m. in diameter; it was 
recently dug up in East Sussex, the finder stipulating against 


amore definite provenance. 
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Whether worn by a herald or retainer and how it came to 
be lost must, unless some archzeological Sherlock Holmes 
appears, apparently remain unsolved. 


The arms on the second example (Fig. 2) are less easy of 
identification ; but, from the shape of the shield it bears, 
it also appears to be of 14th century date. 


The shield on it is quartered first and fourth a demi-gryphon 
segreant : second and third, checquy, all within an engrailed 
border, probably for difference. 


The arms plain checquy within an engrailed border were 
borne by Reginald de Warenne, son of William, second Earl 
of Surrey ; but the writer has been unable to trace the other 
quartering and is quite prepared to be told that the coat 
has no connection with this family. 


The roundel is 38m.m. in diameter and was probably 
found in the neighbourhood of Amberley, where it was 
acquired ; it has on it traces of brass solder and may well have 
been thus attached to a sword pommel as suggested above. 


A Goip ANGEL. 


A coin of this denomination which was found some ten 
years ago by a labourer at Houghton near Arundel, and 
which has now passed into the writer’s possession, may be 
worthy of record as, although the coin from the numismatic 
standpoint is not rare, finds of medieval gold coins are of 
infrequent occurrence in this part of the county. 


It is of Edward IV., in whose reign this denomination 
was first ordered to be struck in 1465, and, as the accompanying 
figure shows, has on the obverse St. Michael standing on, and 
thrusting a spear into the mouth of a dragon, with the King’s 
titles round ; and on the reverse, a ship broadside with— 
concealing most of the single mast—a shield bearing the 
arms of England and France quarterly surmounted by a 
broad cross. 


The reverse inscription is PER CRUSEM TUA SALVA NOS 
XPC REDE(mp)TOR; the mint mark is an annulet on the 
obverse only. 


The angel passed for six shillings and eight pence and its 
use in the ceremony of touching for “the king’s evil ’’— 
from which it derived its name of the “ healing piece ’’— 
is dealt with by the writer in The Sussex County Magazine 
of July of last year. 
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SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS. 
By W. H. CHALLEN. 
{continued from p. 111, vol. vit). 


By courtesy of the Rector, I have been kindly permitted to 
extract the following specific references to Sussex from the 
Marriage Register of St. Luke, Old Street, London, 1764-1837. 

The parish was formed out of St. Giles in the Fields! in 
1733, and the register 1733-1764 has been transcribed by the 
Rev. T. C. Dale. 

St. LUKE OLD STREET: 1764-1837. 

1768—Feb. 23. Thomas Bridger of Brighthelmstone, 
Sussex, bach., & Sarah Hicks of this parish, spin., (lic.). 

1783—Aug. 7. Charles Sheppard of Ashurst, Sussex, 
bach., & Mary Heriott of this parish, spin., (lic.). 

1803—June 23. William Scrivens of St. Clements, 
Hastings, Sussex, bach., & Ann Gill of this parish, 
spin., (lic.). (Wm. Scrivens, a witness). 

1807—June 30. John Hallum Mounier of this parish, 
widr., & Mary Chapman of Tycehurst, Sussex, spin., 
(lic.). 

1814—Aug. 5. Henry Andrew of Cocking, Sussex, bach., 
& Mary Penny of this parish, wid., (lic.). 

1826—Jan. 5. Frederick Shotter of North Chapel, Sussex, 
bach., & Sarah Chalwin of this parish, spin., (lic.). 
(Wm. Chalwin, a witness). 

1831—Apr. 6. Thomas Farrance of Battle, Sussex, bach., 
& Rachael Freeman of this parish, spin., (lic.). 

1835—July 29. Thomas Lucas of Reigate, Sussex, (sic) 
bach., & Betty Gower of this parish, spin., (lic.). 

1837—Feb. 18. William Pearless of East Grinstead, 
Sussex, bach., & Mary Ann Richardson of this parish, 
spin., & minor, by lic. & consent of James Richardson, 
father. (Jas. Richardson, a witness). 


(To be continued). 








AN INQUEST AT RYE IN 1581. 

The Inquest, held at Rye in January, 1581/2, which follows, 
was recently found among the unsorted and unpublished 
records in our Town Hall. 

It is clearly written and provides a good example of the 
habits and customs of the Elizabethan period and well 


(1) For Sussex entries, see Vol. iii, 
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illustrates the laws under which they then lived. It is undated, 
but from the fact that Sunday only fell on December 3r1st, 
once between the years 1570 and 1587, that is in 1581, which 
with other internal evidence definitely fixes it to be of this 
date. 

The French Refugees, who had been coming over from 1568 
onwards, appear as tradesmen in the Town and a very large 
number of other inhabitants make their appearance, in what 
would seem to have been a purge after a period of slackness, 

The state of the Town, with boats, gear and timber lying 
about the streets, the heaps of soil and blocked drains was, 
I suppose, usual in Medizeval England but one does not expect 
to find so many houses with wooden chimneys, one against 
the Churchyard had five, in a town that had in the past 
suffered so severely from fire. 

The prosecution for wearing hats on Sundays and Holydays 
was under an Act, passed in the 13th year of Queen Elizabeth, 
entitled “‘ An Act dealing with the decay of cap making in 
England ”’ and ran as follows :— 

“Every person (except maiden ladies and gentlemen, all 

noble personages and every Lord, Knight and gentleman 

of the possession of twenty marks land by the year and 
except such as have borne the office of wardship in any city) 
shall on Sundays and Holydays wear on their heads a cap 

of wool, made in England by the cappers. Penalty 3/4 a 

day.” 

The document is given in full, with the exception of names 
mentioned more than once and then only under three headings, 
which are omitted for reasons of space. Capitals, stops and 
extensions are added to make the meaning clear. 


LEOPOLD A. VIDLER. 
RYE. 
Presentments made by the Inquest. (January, 1581/2). 
We present Milles his wife the baker Absenting them selves 
James Hurlestone sadler from the Church and 
not receaving the 
sacrament. 
We present Davye Hewet Uppon suspicion of 
clipping hir maiesties 
coyne. (deleted) 


We present Robert Swan Walkinge on Sonday 
Thomas Forman the 17 of December in 
John Cheston service tyme at the 


Strand. 








ed, 
st, 
ich 
his 


568 
rge 
lat 
SS, 


as, 
ect 
nst 
ast 


LYS 
th 


all 
lan 
ind 
ty) 
cap 
4a 


nes 


igs, 
and 


ves 
and 
the 


of 
ties 


day 
rin 
the 








We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


Edward Harres 
Thomas Harres 


Boniface Hunnynge 
William Browning 


John Earle the elder 
Old father Smyth 
Mother Knoles 
Symon Owen 

John Oliver 

Peter Wells 

Robert Clare 
Hammon Carpenter 
Joseph Okeman 
Francis Dannyell 
Francis Christmas & 
Robert Pigot 

John Sole shoomaker 
Boniface Hunnynge 
Edmund Browning 


Boniface Hunnynge 
Thomas Radford 
William Browning 


Mother Oliver 
John Boyce 
Wydow Scray 
Wydow Radford 
Wydow Johnson 
Thomas Forman 
Edward Caule 
Chamberlin the smyth 
Cardy the baker 
William Geere 
Christofor Ranke 
John Swan 
Nycholas White 
and Robert Clare 
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December the 17 ther 
shopps open in service 
tyme. 
For sellinge shoos on 
Sonday the 17 of 
December in service 
e. 
For keeping fishmarket 
on Sonday the 31 of 
December in service 
tyme. 


For sufferinge men to 
drinkce in the howses 
in service tyme. 


For cutting curried 
horse skins into shoos, 
For byinge lether and 
not sealed withe seal 
of allowance. 

Because the dyd not 
register such lether as 
Peter Cun’yed the 
french curryer hath 
bought whereby the 
towne looseth ther 
duties. 

For Ingrators or 
ingrosers. 








142 
We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 
And we 
present 


We present 


We present 
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Dennes Butler 
John Raynolds wife 


Wydow Johnson 
Roger Hills wife 
Morgen, Mr. Mercers 
brewer and James his 
fellow 

Robert Bennet 
Edward Harres 


William Barret 
Wydow Cutts 
Robert Gillam 
Nycholas Freer 
Edward Turner 
Anthony Baxted 
Nycholas Versey 
nine others and 


For attending on the 
botes at unlawful 
tymes & receving fish 
of mens servants. 
For keeping unlawfull 
games in ther howses. 
For fighting within 
ther Masters howse 
the of December. 
For keeping ill rule 
the 3 of January all 
the nyght long. 

For keping of Hoggs. 


Sampson the aquavite 

Maker. 

We find the way not sufficient betwene Thomas 
Yongs howse and the Munts and lykewise the 
horse way to the ferrey. So do we find the towne 
to pave from Mrs. Shepperts tenement to 
Landgate. and lykewise before the church 
howses at the Fryers corner and also along the 


church waule. 
Anthony Cocke 


Mr. Mercer 

Mr. Portrive 
Wydow Farley 
Thomas Watts 
Roger Gilford 
Thomas Radford 


John Brewer 
Arthur Whitney 


For annoying the 
channell with sprats 
December the 

For laying of Soyle 
upon the sands 
withowt Landgate. 
For anoyance before 
ther dores. 

For anoyance before 
his stable. 

For the lyke anoyance 
before his dore. 

For ther carts 
standinge in the strete 
anoying the way. 








——— ————— 
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The Inhabitants of the Market place and the 
Wishe for throwing ther soyle before the stables. 
The Inhabitants likewise in the Wishe for laying 
ther soyle in the horseway to the ferrey. 

The Inhabitants from Rucks lane to Hiblethaits 
corner for laying ther soyle over the cliff. And 
we present the inhabitants of the Strand for 
laying ther soyle before the bulwarke. 


Ryc. Dannyell For laying ther soyle 
John Fisher before the bulwarke 
Peter Wells at Strand lykewise. 


William Browning and 

Boniface Hunnings 

Michael Bishupp For spylling the way 
at Yongs corner of his 
howse with his sledd. 

Dugard, for a cocke bote in the street by the 

cundit. 

Mr. Beale, for ii ankers and a capsten by the 

cundit. 

John Olyver, for tymber by the cundit. 

Robert Wilson, vit’, for the lyke. 

Thomas Radford, for a cocke bote and tymber 

lyinge in the street by the cundit. 


Wydow Boycot . For not making the 
Saunder Quarrell key sufficient before 
Mr. Brewsteed and ther doores. 

John Pit 


Mr. Tufton, for not making his fence sufficient 
betweene the church howses and him. 

Peeter Adrian, for his fence betwene Nycholas 
Fowler and him. 

John Versey, for turninge his water course in the 
towne which causeth the soyle in the streets to 
run into the old churchyeard. 

Mathew, a boy remayning at Mr. Mercers and 
will not serve with any man. 

Francis Daysterne, professing surgery. 
Anthony Cocke, for byinge of tallow. 

Mrs. Ferley, for making of candles. 

A frenchman dwelling within Steevon Harison 
his chymney was a fyer, December 5. 
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William Thorpe 
Thomas Delman 
Thomas Forman 
John Olyver 
Thomas King 
William Symons 
John Allen 
Mathew Flory 


Mr. Ratclyff 
Joseph Okeman 
Mrs. Hopper 
Mr. Carpenter 
Mr. Mercer 
Mr. Farley 


John Brewer 
Wilsons widow 
George Bagwell 
John Sole 
James Rooty 
James Smyth 
Henry Gray 
Ryc. Butler 


For gutters in to the 
towne dich. 


For a house of office 
in to the dich. 

For gutters lykewise 
in to the towne dich. 


And a howse of office 
over the gutter 
runnyng to the dych. 
For gutters lykewise 
in to the towne dich. 
For throwing ther 
soyle over the waule 
into the towne diche. 


Thomas Baseden, for a heape of soyle against 
his stable by the watchbell. 

William Gilmer, for going up and downe the 
Straund the 5 of December at nyght in asheete 
with a knot uppon his hed and a cudgell in 
his hand but to what intent we know not. 
Edward Harres For killing of barrens 
Thomas Harres since Hallhollentyde 
Francis Dannyell until this present. 
William Wright 

Nycholas Freer 


Wm. Rodes 

Thomas Cradocke 

James Potten i For wooden Chymneys 
William Hurleston ii 

Ryc. Iles wife i 


John Androw, church lane 
the heires of Robson ii 
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William Keech li 
the on in his owne howse 
the other in a tenement 


of his. 

Mr. Tufton in Robert 
Keech howse i 
Mr. Chatefield, against the 
churchyeard Vv 
John Cheston i 
Thomas Ovenden in Roes 
howse i 
Nycholas Fowler in John 
Gilmers howse i 
Thomas Baseden in 
Skidmors i 
Thomas Burchet in Roger 
Hills howse i 
The towne in Mother 
Hampers howse i 
Thomas Seeres in 

Fernes howse i 
Wydow Boycot in grene 
lands howse i 
Henry Burges i 
John Berry in his shop i 
Toft of Hasting in Florys i 
Mr. Beveridge in Okemansi 
Lawrence Knot i 
Nycholas White i 
John Mydleton i 


Allen Harres in Mynaysi 
Mr. Spelsted in the Lower 


Street i 
John Bayly i 
Rooke in Arthur 
Whitneys i 
Rooke in the Lower 
Strete i 
Wydow Higgens i 


The heires of Barret ii 
Mr. Allen in John Fox i 
John Versey i 
Mrs. Fay at Bannyngs i 


(To be continued). 
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ALFOLDEAN BRIDGE : FIRST-CENTURY DATING. 
By S. E. WINBOLT. 


The following note is an addendum to the article in S.A.C. 
Ixxvi, 183-192, written at the time of the underpinning of 
the modern bridge at Alfoldean in 1934. During 1938 concrete 
piles were being driven for the new bridge to carry the new 
road which is straightened exactly on to the line of Stane 
Street,. first on the S. side of the river, and then on the N. 
For this purpose the S. bank was cut back for 8 ft., and 
the N. for ro ft. Again black anchoring piles to the number 
of 31 were found in the river bed, irregularly arranged, and 
they extended back for the whole of the 8 ft. of the S. cut. 
When the mud was cleared away, the tops of the piles were 
on the average 18ins. above a double layer of sandstone 
slats which had been laid level on the river bed to counteract 
the river scour and to keep the piles upright and in place. 
This device evidently worked admirably, for the piles were 
all found upright, and the crazy pavement between them 
was level and unbroken: they secured each other. The 
piles probably supported horizontal sill beams on which the 
piers were founded. But when the N. bank was cut back, 
no piles whatever were found beyond the four noted on the 
north side of the river in the diagram op. cit. 187. The 
conclusion to be drawn is that the S. bank has encroached 
since Roman times, while the N. bank has receded, a process 
which has been helped by the position of the piers of the 
1810 bridge. The N. piles and pavement of the Roman bridge 
have in consequence been swept away. If a doubt may have 
existed that the piles may have belonged to a medizval or 
even later bridge, it is dispelled by the following interesting 
fact. The sandstone layer, which was covered by 3- 4 ft. 
of black mud, prevented the Roman relics from sinking into 
the ooze below it. They include six coins—four of the Ist 
century, a Hadrian and a Constantius I—fragments of 
Roman pottery (including Samian), of glass, and one piece of 
a crimped base of the 14th century. All these had settled 
on the stone, below which nothing was found. ‘The piles 
and the stone layer were indubitably placed there before 
coins of Nero (?), Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian as Caesar 
(Cos. V) were dropped over the E. side of the bridge. The 
last three coins are in good condition. Except at their tops 
the piles are well preserved; specimens are now in the 
museums of Lewes, Horsham, Chichester, Worthing and 
Littlehampton. 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS. 


XLVII.—ST. JULIAN, KINGSTON BUCI. 

This very interesting church possesses a nave, which on the 
evidence of its western quoins and the thinness of its walls, 
probably dates from the end of the 11th century. Its eastern 
arm, built in the early part of the 13th century, is of two 
j compartments : a choir with a vaulted roof of considerable 
interest beneath an axial tower, and a chancel to the east. 
The arcade of the north aisle to the nave also belongs to this 


PARISH CHURCH 0f ST.JULIAN 
KINGSTON BUCI 
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century and probably the porch. West of the south door is a 
13th century lancet window which, when inserted, necessitated 
the rebuilding of the wall on its western jamb, where some 
quoins to the new work can be seen. There was apparently 


an ankerhold north of the chancel (compare St. Anne’s, 
Lewes), very likely of the 13th century, and after its removal 
a priests’ door was cut in the wall. There is a good oak screen 
and an Easter sepulchre with defaced carving in the chancel. 


W.H.G. 
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SUSSEX ARCHASOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

1.—AUTUMN GENERAL MEETING AT WORTHING.—The 
Autumn General Meeting of the Sussex Archzological Society 
was held in the Art Gallery at Worthing, on the 25th November, 
1938. The President of the Society, the Right Rev. the 
Bishop of Chichester, took the chair, and the principal item 
was a lecture by Mr. J. W. Crowfoot, C.B.E., F.S.A., on 
“Excavations at Samaria.’”’ Mr. Crowfoot had been in 
charge of the excavations at Samaria,which were undertaken 
jointly by Harvard University, the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, the British School of Archeology in Jerusalem, and 
the Hebrew University. 

Mr. Crowfoot described how the pre-War excavations had 
been carried out by Dr. Reisner, in 1908-09, when substantial 
remains of the palaces of Omri and Ahab were discovered, 
giving a good idea of the power and wealth of the Israelite 
monarchy in its palmy days. 

After the War, in 1930, the excavation was resumed under 
the control of Mr. Crowtoot, who continued the work for five 
year. “ Omri bought the Hill of Samaria of Shemer for two 
talents of silver; and he fortified the hill, and called the 
name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, 
the owner of the hill, Samaria.”—J Kings xvi, 24. Mr. 
Crowfoot pointed out that, whereas most sites in Palestine 
date back to early pre-historic times, this city of Samaria 
had no existence until the time of Omri, about 880 B.C. 
It remained the capital of the northern monarchy for 159 
years, and then was captured by the Assyrians and disappears 
from history for some 400 years. 

The lecturer described the various stretches of Israelite 
wall that had been uncovered, and remarked on the peculiar 
character of the draiting of the stones, and that there were 
usually two headers to one stretcher. The masonry was of 
excellent construction, built on the rock, and resulted in a 
formidable defensive wall; the best proof of the excellence 
of the defences was the long time which it took the Assyrians 
to overcome them; the Assyrians being, at that time, the 
most powerful military nation in the world. 

But the most interesting discovery resulting trom these 
later excavations was the finding of many, more or less 
perfect, carvings of ivory. These carvings date from the time 
of the Kings of Israel, and may be safely attributed to the 
Teigns of Omri and Ahab, when the glory of Samaria was at 











Sussex Notes and Queries 149 


its greatest. The lecturer mentioned somewhat similar 
ivories which had been found by Layard at Nineveh ; and 
also at Megiddo and in Syria. Many of the carvings had been 
blackened by fire, but many were nearly perfect and untouched. 
They came from narrow bands of decoration. Some may have 
been used to decorate a bed, or the arms of a throne, and the 
walls of aroom. Amos mentions “‘ beds of ivory ”’ and “‘ houses 
of ivory.” Mr. Crowfoot has stated that, in style, the ivories 
are related to a series discovered, near Carchemish, by a 
French expedition in 1928. There is a mixture of Syrian and 
Egyptian influence. On some of the ivories there are traces 
of gold and colour. Mr. Crowfoot showed some excellent 
photographic slides of these singularly interesting relics of a 
city older than Rome. 


Sir Charles Arden-Close, in proposing a hearty vote of 
thanks to the lecturer, mentioned that a selection of the 
ivories could be seen at the head-quarters of the Palestine 
Exploration Fund, at No. 2 Hinde Street, W. 1. 


Brig.-General Godfrey-Faussett, Chairman of Council of 
the Sussex Archzeological Society, seconded the vote of thanks, 
and remarked that archolzeogical discoveries in the Near 
East served to show the general accuracy of the historical 
books of the Old Testament. 


Mr. F. B. Stevens expressed the thanks of the Society to 
the Museum Committee for so kindly lending the Art Gallery 
for the meeting and also to Miss Gerard, the Curator, for 
the valuable help she had given in making the arrangements. 
Owing to the heavy rain, only a few members were able to 
return to the Museum after tea, where Miss Gerard and her 
assistants were ready to point out the many interesting 
objects there. 

The Council desires to express to Sir Charles Arden-Close 
also their gratitude for his most successful efforts in obtaining 
a first-rate lecture upon a most interesting subject. 


II.—TuHE ANNUAL MEETING of the Society will take place 
on Wednesday morning, March 22nd, 1939. The afternoon 
meeting will consist of lectures on Roman land measures near 
Ripe by Mr. I. D. Margary, F.S.A., and on the Deeds and 
Documents in the possession of the Society by the Rev. W. 
Budgen, F.S.A. 
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SUSSEX DOMESTIC WALL PAINTINGS. 
By WALTER H. GODFREY, F.S.A. 


A most interesting paper was contributed a year or two 
back by Mr. Francis W. Reader on Tudor Domestic Wall 
Paintings to The Archeological Journal.! This is the second 
article on the subject from Mr. Reader's pen and it is surprising 
how varied and elaborate are the designs that he has discovered 
throughout the country. Sussex has furnished a number of 
interesting examples of the art of the wall painter and Mr. 
Reader’s first article was accompanied by a coloured plate 
of the painting at the Old Flushing Inn, Rye. His second 
article has a coloured representation of the painting at 
Shelley’s (formerly “the Vine’’) Lewes, which has not 
hitherto been published. 

Mr. Reader’s paper includes lists for each county and that 
for Sussex (slightly amended) is given here in the hope that 
it may be supplemented by members of the Society. Since 
the paper was printed two other examples have come to light 
in Sussex of which brief notes are given below :— 

GALLOPS, ALBOURNE. During the restoration of this 
charming timber-framed house, certain plaster panels were 
found in a room on the ground floor, depicting figure subjects. 
These panels have been placed on loan in the architectural 
museum at the Barbican, Lewes, by the owner of the house, 
Mrs. M. F. H. Orlebar. They have yet to be examined and 
arranged, but it is probable that they belong to a series 
illustrating the story of the Prodigal Son. 

OLD BARTONS, STOUGHTON. ‘Two rooms, one on the 
ground floor and one above it, in this early 16th century 
house had their walls covered with a fine floral pattern of 
which one panel remains intact, with fragments on other 
walls. The work is chiefly on the plaster but also covers the 
oak framing. There are traces of lettering not now decipherable. 
The attention of the Society was drawn to the paintings 
by Commander Geoffrey Burghard, R.N., who resides at 
Old Bartons. 

List OF WALL PAINTINGS IN SUSSEX. 
Albourne. Gallops (Barbican, Lewes). 
Alfriston. George Inn. 
Tudor House. 
Fe Waterloo Square. 
- Lavender Cottage. 


(1) The Journal of the Royal Archeological Institute. Vol. xciii, 


pp.220-262. The former article was in Vol. xcii. 
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Amberley Castle. Queen’s room (demolished). 

Balcombe. The White House. 

Chichester. Bishop’s Palace, ceiling. 

Chiddingly. Pekes. 

Climping. 

Cocking. Old Rectory (demolished). 

Cowdray. (Paintings destroyed). 

East Guldeford. Farmhouse. 

Firle. Firle Place. 

Friston. Friston Place. 

Guestling. Farmhouse near Church. 

Lewes. Shelleys (formerly “ the Vine ’’). 
‘ Antioch House. 

Pevensey. Mint House. 

Rye. Old Flushing Inn. 

The Black Boy, High Street. 

a The Mermaid Inn. 

- West Street. 

South Harting. House (Lewes Castle). 

Stoughton. Old Bartons. 

[NotE—The paintings of the nine Female Worthies from Amberley 
were formerly in the Museum at Chichester and it would be interesting 
to know if they are still in existence. One of the Alfriston examples 
has already been illustrated in S.N.Q. vol. iii, facing p.161. It is 
hoped to give a drawing of the design in the George Inn, Alfriston, 
in a future issue. W.H.G.] 





ALFOLDEAN CAMP AND BRIDGE. 
List OF ROMAN CoINS RECORDED OR FOUND TO SEPTEMBER, 
1938. 
By S. E. WINBOLT. 

With the completion of the new Alfoldean Bridge and the 
burying of the line of Stane Street here some 4 ft. deep, it is 
unlikely that any more dating evidence will be available. 
It is, therefore, well to make a conspectus to September, 1938, 
of coins found in the camp or in the river below the Roman 
bridge in 1809, 1922, 1923 and 1938. These are (apart from a 
silver Republican denarius of 84 B.C.) : 1 early coin, probably 
Nero, and at any rate 65-75 ; 4 Vespasian (others in 1809, see 
S.A.C. xi, 145) ; 1 Titus ; 1 Domitian ; 2 Trajan ; 3 Hadrian ; 
I 2nd century (doubtful) ; 2 Fastina I.; 1 Lucius Verus ; 
I Valerian Junior; 2 Gallienus; 1 Tetricus I.; 3 minimi, 
imitations of period 260-296 ; 1 Constantius I., posthumous ; 
I Constantine I. (early Constantines in 1809, see S.A.C. xi, 
145); I Valentinian period, c. 350-370. 
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The coins, taken in conjunction with pottery evidence, 
suggest that the Roman station and Stane Street were in full 
use well before the close of the 1st century, probably at least 
from 70 onwards, and continued so into Antonine times, 
There is a noticeable gap, 180-250, a gap which applies to 
other Roman sites, and may mean a period of neglect of the 
camp, though the road may well have continued in use, 
There is evidence of a revival in the camp during the latter 
half of the 3rd and of continued use till near the close of the 
4th century. 





NOTES. 


THE COCKHAISE BROOK— 


[Following on a conversation with Lt.-Col. Stephenson R. Clarke 
on this difficult name I asked him to write a note on it to illustrate 
his view of the meaning. The Cockhaise brook takes its rise in West 
Hoathly not far from Stonelands and passes through Ardingly where 
it forms the parish boundary on the east. There are records of at least 
three mills worked by it in old days but it has now shrunk to a mere 
trickle in its upper reaches. It is one of those. streams which changes 
its name as it passes through various areas and the portion from Brook 
House to Cockhaise Mill at the junction of Lindfield and Horsted 
Keynes is the part dealt with by Lt.-Col. Clarke. The colour is of 
course due to the iron to be found along its course.—ED. ]. 

Col. Clarke writes as follows :— 

I am afraid I can give you very little information about the 
brook that runs just south of Brook House garden. The name 
that I have always known it under is the ‘‘ Cockaise Brook,” 
although I think it is sometimes spelt ‘‘ Cockhaise.’’ I have 
very small knowledge of Celtic words, and I am very hazy as to 
whether the few words that I have met with belong to Welsh 
or Gaelic dialects. 

The word “aise’”’ certainly means (in Gaelic) running 
water, or a waterfall ; and I believe that the “‘ease”’ that 
occurs occasionally in Sussex place names is from the same 
root. 

“Coch ” is a Welsh adjective I believe for ved or coloured. 
I know this from trout flies. Coch-a-bonddhu, for example ! 

This is a very crude way of arriving at a derivation but I 
always thought the deduction was a most plausible one, and 
I have certainly never seen the brook when it was not coloured. 

I believe I am right in saying that the Celtic name for 
brooks and rivers persists in many places, when all other 
traces of the language have been lost. 


STEPHENSON R. CLARKE. 
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JOHN COVERT’S WILL, 1734.—I made these notes 
from the Will in Blandford Probate Court, Dorset. Will some 
kind Sussex genealogist explain the reference to Saragossa ? 
and is the Covert Family extinct ? 


Witt OF JOHN COVERT OF THE PARISH OF STEEPLE IN 
tHE CouUNTY OF DorsET, GENT., dated 10 Sept., 1734 
(no proof date, he was buried at Steeple, Feb. 7, 1734/5). 
To my kinsman Roger Clavill of Steeple Esq. 20/- to buy 
him a mourning ring. I give to my kinswoman Ann Nield 
of London widow {10. I bequeath to Nicholas Covert 
“my father’s brother's great grandson ’’ my silver punch 
bowl where on are engraved these words—‘‘ IN MEMORY 
OF SARAGOSSA’”’ and my own arms. To my cosen John 
Clapcot of the Temple London Esq. my best horse, my 
large pistols and my best accoutrements. To William 
Clapcot of Steeple Esq. my great sword and pocket pistols. 
To my kinswoman Elizabeth the wife of Henry Smith of 
London, wine merchant, {10. To my kinswoman Radigan 
the wife of John Meech of Charminster Esq. {50. To my 
kinswoman Anna Clapcot of Charminster gentlewoman 
{50. To Cockquerel Covert of Chichester co. Sussex gent 
my cosen my silver mounted sword and belt. To my cosen 
John Covert the said Cockquerell’s brother my silver 
watch. To William Dowden my said cosen Clavill’s servant 
my best belt with a silver buckle. I give to the poor of 
Steeple cum Tineham and Kimeridge {5. The Residue I 
bequeath to the said John Clapcot and William Clapcot 
in trust for Ruth Clapcot their sister and I appoint them 
exors of my will. 


Witnesses John Loop (Seal heraldic 
Benjamin Covert a chevron and in chief 
John Pye 2 martlets 
crest, a talbots head, 
mantling &c.) 


Altar Tomb underneath the south wall of the nave on the 
East of the porch of Steeple Church reads thus :—mr. JOHN 
COVERT GENT WHO DIED the 6th of February 1734 aged 67 
years. 


R. GROSVENOR BARTELOT. 
Timsbury, Bath. 


A NEW ROMAN BLOOMERY SITE.—At Standen, East 
Grinstead, there is a bloomery which has long been known, 
but not excavated. Owing to its proximity to the Roman 
sites at Ridge Hill, 1} miles to the west, and Walesbeech, 
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§ of a mile to the south, this seemed likely to repay 
examination. 

Through the good offices of Mr. Margary, the owner, Miss 
Beale, kindly gave permission to dig. Mr. R. T. Mason was 
good enough to undertake this work, and reports as follows: 

“The site lies on a very steep slope, partly in Hollybush 
Wood and partly in an arable field. In view of the fact that 
the latter was shortly to be reploughed, digging was begun 
near the north end of the site, which is about 50 yards in 
diameter. The cinder here proved to be only a superficial 
scattering, no doubt resulting from the action of the plough. 
In the next trench a layer of cinder about 12 ins. deep rests 
upon the subsoil. The third trench yielded 14 small fragments 
of potsherds at from g ins. to 15 ins. below the surface, widely 
distributed and disassociated. The cinder here is about 
15 ins. deep, which is the average depth over the site, except 
at an old boundary bank, now in the wood, which is almost 
entirely comprised of cinder, mainly very large lumps, some 
weighing several pounds.” 

The Institute of Archzology, on being consulted by Mr. 
Margary, very kindly agreed to examine these small fragments, 
and the Director, Dr. A. E. M. Wheeler, F.S.A., considers 
that they are “‘ Roman with a strong native influence. No 
date can be given, except for No. 4, which is pure Roman 
Samian, possibly of the 2nd century. No. 3 (grey ware) is also 
pure Roman.” 

This dating agrees with that of the neighbouring Ridge 
Hill and Walesbeech, all three being in the same parish. 


ERNEST STRAKER & R.T. MASON, 


EVACUATION IN 1798.—The following document is 
preserved among a large collection of miscellaneous papers 
at the Vicarage, Wisborough Green. It is partly in print 
and partly filled in with ink, the manuscript parts being 
indicated in this transcript by italics. It may be interesting 
at the present time. 

G. D. JOHNSTON. 


SUSSEX WE His Majesty’s Deputy Lieutenants and 
Arundel Rape Justices of the Peace assembled at a 

Sub-Division Meeting holden this day at 

the Half Moon Inn in Petworth in and for 
the said Rape do hereby make the following Appointments 
for the Parish of Wisboroughgreen in the said Rape; the 
several persons hereby appointed having been duly 
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recommended to and approved of by us for the undermentioned 

urposes Viz 

Fire We do appoint Thomas Seward & John 
Evershed to take charge of the Removal of Women 
and Children especially of those who from age infancy 
infirmity or other cause may be incapable of removing 
themselves and may to be removed when the Country 
is to be cleared. The said Tho’ Seward & John Evershed 
to propose the Carriages to be appropriated for this 
purpose and for carrying such Bedding Provisions and 
Utensils as may be necessary and to limit the Quantities 
of each ; Also to have the direction of such persons as 
may be able to remove themselves so far as that they 
shall not interfere with the General Removals 

adly We do appoint John Elliott & Thomas 
Elliott Junr to have the inspection care and management 
of the Live Stock of the said Parish that may to be 
removed 

3din We do appoint John Sayers G& Henry 
Smart to have the like inspection care and management 
of the Dead Stock of the said Parish that may to be 
removed 


Given under our Hands this twelfth Day of June 1798 


CECIL BISSHOPP 
EGREMONT 


N.B. The above being a large Parish and it being the 
request of the principal Parishioners 1s the reason why 
two persons are appointed for each purpose. 


MEDIAEVAL SOCIAL GILDS.—<According to the Chronicle 
of Battle Abbey, 1066-1176, there were apparently in the 
12th century at Battle three Gilds. Seemingly these were not 
Trade Gilds, but convivial clubs, where membership and 
attendance was compulsory: According to the chronicle 
(Lower’s translation) “In these Gilds the Abbot is bound 
“at certain times, as a member thereof, to find his share 
“towards the making of ale, and he shall have his deputy, 
“who shall everywhere sit in his stead and drink with the 
" rest.” 

Is anything known about gilds of this nature. Were they 
of pre-conquest origin? The word “Gild” is generally 
supposed to be derived from “‘ Gild ’’ or ‘‘ Geld,’’ Anglo-Saxon 
for Money or Compensation, but ‘‘ Gilde” in Norwegian 
and Danish means a convivial gathering or festival, and the 
“Gildehus ”’ used in Denmark to be the hall where local 
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public meetings were held and where people of the 
neighbourhood gathered for social intercourse and drinki 
bouts, very much as they appear to have done at the above- 
mentioned three Gildhalls in Battle in the 12th century. 

W. MACLEAN HOMAN. 


FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARIES.—A new 
advertisement appears on the third page of the cover of 
S.N.Q. this quarter 

The Friends of the National Libraries is not perhaps 
strictly an archzological society. At the same time the part 
that rare books and manuscripts take in the acquisition of 
knowledge is of so much importance that we are glad to help 
the Society in any way within our power. 

Among the purchases that have been assisted by the 
Friends are the Codex Sinatticus, the Paston Letters and the 
eleven Bible leaves written for Ceolfrid in the,eighth century, 
the whole cost of which, £1,000, was met by the Friends. 

The members in addition to assisting the Society by their 
subscriptions have a great privilege in special visits to the 
Libraries and Collections arranged for their benefit. Their 
membership card also gives them the entry to many interesting 
places. 

Sir Frederic Kenyon, F.S.A., is chairman of the Society. 

Further particulars can be obtained from the Hon. Sec., 
Friends of the National Libraries, c/o. British Museum, W.C. 1. 


ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN CHURCHYARDS.—The 
Society has been asked by the Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
for information as to the general condition of any ancient 
monuments in Sussex churchyards. The term “ ancient 
monuments’ may be taken to include Crosses, ancient or 
medieval (whether with shafts or bases only), tombs earlier 
than the 17th century and monastic ruins. It is desired to 
ascertain whether such monuments are well cared for or 
neglected, and in particular to receive particulars of any 
monuments which are in need of treatment. Information 
should be forwarded to the Editor or to Mr. W. H. Godfrey, 
F.S.A., Lewes House, Lewes. 





QUERIES. 


TICEHURST.—A correspondent asks whether there is any 
significance in a geometrical design which can be seen 
incised on the north respond of the tower arch in Ticehurst 
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parish church. The respond is a semi-octagonal pier, and on 
its south-western face, about 5 feet above the floor, is a 
six-lobed emblem within a circle, measuring practically 
4ins. across. It may of course have been traced, perhaps idly, 
by one of the masons with his compasses when the tower was 
built in the 14th century. The same figure, however, happens 
to occur on the west wall of the well-known church of 
Caudebec-en-Caux in Normandy, and there it is evidently 
an intentional ornament, larger in size than the one at 
Ticehurst, and corresponding in character with the 
consecration crosses prepared to receive the chrism from 
the bishop’s thumb at the ceremony of the consecration of 
the church. 








USUAL CONSECRATION 
CROSS. TICEHURST CHURCH. 


The usual form of these consecration crosses is well-known. 
A circle was struck on the wall, and from the cardinal points 
on the circumference four curves of the same radius were 
drawn, all passing through the centre. This produced four 
lobes between the arms of a “ cross formy ”’ which filled the 
circle. The cross was generally painted red. 

The places anointed by the bishop were however often 
marked by far more elaborate crosses than those just described. 
Many examples have been collected by Dr. J. H. Middleton 
(Archeologia, xlviii, p.456) and the Rev. E. S. Dewick 
(Archeological Journal, \xv, p.1 and St. Paul's Ecclesiological 
Society's Transactions, vii, p.177). Mr. Dewick treats also 
of doorway crosses (which he does not consider to have been 
part of the recognised series of consecration crosses) and he 
figures one at Ridge, Hertfordshire, which is not a cross but 
an interlacing design. 
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It would be interesting to know whether it was an invariable 
custom to mark the places anointed by the bishop with a cross 
(simple or ornate) or whether the mark was occasionally 
some other ornamental figure. It should be remarked that 
the Caudebec and Ticehurst designs are traced in the same 
manner as the usual form of consecration cross, but with 
six arms instead of four. On the other hand they are easy and 
obvious forms to describe with the mason’s compasses. The 
height of consecration crosses was usually seven or eight feet 
from the ground, a point that should be borne in mind. 


W.H.G. 





OBITUARY. 


Mr. Peter Sidney Spokes, M.R.C.S., L.D.S., who died at 
Lewes in December last, aged 85, was a valued member of the 
Sussex Archeological Society. He was born at Reading, and 
spent the more active part of his life as a dental surgeon in 
London, where he was for some time Dean of the National 
Dental Hospital and Lecturer at University College Hospital. 
He was also a J.P. for the County of London, and devoted 
much attention to the treatment of juvenile offenders. Mr. 
Spokes had very wide interests and was particularly attracted 
to geology and archeology. When he retired in 1922 he 
renovated the house in Lewes in which Gideon Mantell, the 
surgeon and pioneer Sussex geologist, had lived a century 
earlier, and he made that his home for the rest of his life. 
His first task was to prepare an adequate biography of 
Mantell, which was published in London in 1927. It was a 
most laborious work, compiled from Mantell’s unpublished 
correspondence and his writings, and from information gleaned 
with the help of the surviving representatives of Mantell’s 
family both in England and in New Zealand. After the volume 
was published, Mr. Spokes continued to collect supplementary 
notes, and he eventually had the satisfaction of studying 
Mantell’s diary, now in the Public Library of Wellington, New 
Zealand, of which a complete copy had been obtained by 
Dr. Eliot Curwen for the library of the Sussex Archeological 
Society. During the whole period of his residence in Lewes. 
Mr. Spokes devoted himself to local archeology, and the 
casual finds brought to him included several valuable 
discoveries which he passed on to the Barbican House Museum. 
For some years he was a member of the Museums Committee 
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of the Sussex Archeological Society. and when he retired 
last year he was honoured by election as a Vice-President of 
the Society. 

Dr. Spokes has left a memorial of worth behind him in 
the renovation of Gideon Mantell’s house in the High Street 
of Lewes which is an asset to the town and should be valued 
accordingly. A.S.W. 





RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


A Descriptive Account of the Church of Framfield, Sussex. 
Compiled by Herbert W. Keef, with illustrations by the Author. 
Price 3d. Baxter, Lewes. 


This little booklet is a simple, straightforward tale of a 
Sussex Church and its surrounding parish, the history of the 
latter being bound up, as in so many other cases, with the 
central building for the worship of the people. 


It is compiled by one who has spent much time in gathering 
together all available details of the history of the Church. 
This is a work that is never done as fresh information is always 
coming to light. An instance occurred in our last number of 
S.N.Q., when William, parson of the Church of Fremefeld, 
signs a charter of Baldwin, archbishop in 1185, a name not 
hitherto recorded in the list of Rectors (p.104). The pamphlet 
is well worth the modest price of 3d. 


Sussex Record Society, Vol. xlitt. Transcripts of Sussex 
Wills by the late R. Garraway Rice, F.S.A., vol. iti. 
Horsted Keynes to Pyecombe. Edited by Walter H. Godfrey, 
F.S.A. Published by the Society at Barbican House, Lewes. 
Price 27s. 6d. Free to members. 


The first glance at a record of this character is apt to give 
the false impression that it is nothing but a mass of information 
of a limited type repeated over and over again about the 
various parishes concerned. Of course this is invaluable for 
the parochial or local historian, but it may become somewhat 
monotonous to the ordinary reader. It is in the occasional 
references that we find information of unusual character 
which brings us into touch with things quite outside the 
ordinary run of obits, bread and beer for the mourners and 
such like, 
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Perhaps the most interesting of these is the arrangement 
for prayers to be said at the Scala Celi in Westminster Abbey, 
There are two entries of this nature in Vol. xliii and one in 
Vol. xlii. The more famous Scala Sancta at Rome is also 
mentioned. 

On p.g of Vol. xliii is a specimen as follows:—1505, Oct. 12, 
“T will that Sir Edward of Newycke have tenne poundes 
to singe oon hole yere at Westmynster at Scala Celi for my 
soule, my twoo wifes soules & all Xpen soules.”’ 

John Levett. 


We hope to have a note on this interesting point in our 
next issue, by Mr. Lawrence E. Tanner, F.S.A., Keeper of 
the Library and Muniments at Westminster. 

Of quite another kind is the extract from the Will of 
Henry Strudwycke of Idehurst, in Kirdford 1557, June 7. 
He leaves to his sons “ the profyt of my Glasse Howse with 
all the beches that I have bought & halfe the beches in & 
uppon Idehurst & the Croft.’’ Iford supplies an unusual 
piece of information in the extract from Botolph Longley’s 
will when he desires his wife Joone to build, erect and set up 
a dwelling house in the parish of Iford upon his two copyhold 
landes. The house to be 30 ft. long and 18 ft. broad, with 
lofts, doors and windows “ mete and convenient.” 

The place-name enthusiast will find many references of 
interest, especially in the matter of the mending of Highways. 
In fact, the volume is full of information about many sides 
of the life of the day. 

The Sussex Record Society has done yeoman’s service 
for the knowledge of our county and it deserves far more 
support than it has received hitherto. What can we do 
to remedy this? 





CORRECTION. 


{I have received the following belated correction from Mfr. 
Heron-Allen.—ED. } 

“« After a lapse of twenty-eight years, I have for the first 
time discovered a typographical ‘ mix up’ in my book Selsey 
Bill (1911). On page 10g, line 11 from the foot of the page 
should read ‘ of these two monarchs the foundation of the 
Bishopric may’; and ‘to,’ the third word in the next line, 
should be deleted. The line is repeated in its proper place as 
line 7 from the foot of the page.” 








